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Circuit Courthouse Complex + DPW

 Circuit Court of Howard 
County

 Buildings owned and 

maintained by the 

Department of Public Works
(DPW)

 General Maintenance

 Custodial

 Snow Removal



2013 

Comprehensive 

Rezoning

& Courthouse

Plans



10/12/2021

Courthouse Project Timeline

Planning, Design, 

Construction and 

Occupancy of new 

Circuit Courthouse

Planned Major Renovation

Historic Courthouse

2003

July 2013: 
Comprehensive 

Rezoning approved by 
Council

2015

No plans to relocate 

Historic Circuit 

Courthouse

Planned Expansion

Historic Courthouse



Re-Use of 

Properties



County Re-Use 

 County does not need additional office 

space

Moving agencies into New 

Courthouse from County and lease 

space

 County does not have plans for Agency 

Programs in this location

 Building is challenging to adapt to new 

County uses

 Numerous additions

 Bearing walls

Courtroom arrangements

 Detention facilities

 Accessibility issues



Potential Re-Use 

 Policy 12.1 ‘Courthouse Property Reuse’ of 
the Ellicott City Watershed Master Plan

 Complement and enhance Ellicott City

 2017 Market Analysis, by Arnett Muldrow 

& Associates, Inc, notes leakage of the 

Primary Trade Area.  

 Opportunities exist in key categories:

 Restaurants (both full‐service and 

limited service)  

 Home Furnishings 

 Jewelry Stores  

Grocery Stores 

 Specialty Food Stores

 Hotel / Accommodations



HO and HC – Additional Uses



Impact of 

flooding 





Economic Impact
2016 FLOOD

141
BUSINESSES

1,396
JOBS

$196.8
MILLION

Pre-2016 Flood

2016 Flood Impacts

-$67.2
MILLION

-$12
MILLION

-151
JOBS



EC Safe & Sound – Option 3G7.0

10/12/20212021-04-28 North Tunnel EOI 12



Continuation 

of Impact



County Acquisition of 10 Buildings

8049 8055 8059 8069 8081 81258111/811380958085



 Purchased at appraised 

value prior to flood, from 

willing sellers

 Commercial Character 

Impacts

 Loss of large retail floor 

plates

County Acquisition of 10 Buildings

8049 8055 8059 8069

Former 

Use

Restaurant Retail Cafe Retail

2 Apt 3 Apt 2 Apt

Area Reduction of +/-

12,000 SF Commercial / 4,000 SF Residential

8081 8085 8095 8111-

8113

8125

Former 

Use

Cafe Restaurant Retail Retail Personal 

Service

2 Apt 3 Apt

Area Reduction of +/-

10,500 SF Commercial / 1,000 SF Residential

Full Building Removal

Partial Building Removal



Consistent with policies outlined in 

the Ellicott City Watershed Master 

Plan

 Permits additional uses 

complementary to existing 

neighborhood

 Larger floor plates permit additional 

uses that cannot otherwise be 

accommodated in the Historic 

District

Change in Zoning from HO to HC




